
 
FISHGUARD AND GOODWICK TOWN COUNCIL 

The MINUTES of the meeting of the FINANCE committee meeting 

held at the Town Hall, Fishguard at 4pm TUESDAY 24th January 2017 

Councillor Paul Mason in the Chair (Chair of the Finance Committee) 

 

Cath Bannister – Town Clerk C Bannister 

Cllr. Paul Mason – Chair P Mason 

 

1/17 APOLOGIES: CLLR. MASON 
To formally record apologies for absence and to record the attendance of Town 
Councillors. 
There were no apologies received. 
Those Councillors present were: Stonhold, Mayberry, Mason, Ryan and Wyer. 
 

2/17 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: ALL 
To approve and agree, the minutes of the previous meeting, held on 12.12.16, as a 
true and accurate record of the meeting. 
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record by Cllr. Stonhold and 
seconded by Cllr. Ryan. All Agreed. 
 

3/17 CLERKS REPORT: 
 

Action: 
To review the costs of a handyman 
person for a temporary time for 2017 as 
in minute reference 73/16 
 
 

Outcome: 
Hourly rate plus on costs of appx. 25% 
For example, to pay someone for 6 hours 
a week at £12 an hour, between May and 
Sept. would cost the Town Council about 
£2k, plus £21 payroll services. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr. Mayberry and seconded by Cllr Ryan, that this matter be  
taken to the next full town council meeting, to see if this is something that the TC 
would like to pursue. 
 
 

4/17 BUDGET UPDATE AND REVIEW: CLERK 
Where are we now with the Town Council Finances? 
The Clerk will give a financial breakdown with regards costs and forecasts. 
To be discussed and agreed: 
Allowances for Civic Functions 
The Mayors Civic Ceremony Costs. (The Clerk will ask the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor to remain, but 

not to be involved in this discussion when it comes to finalising the amount allocated). 
Christmas Budget 
Regeneration Budget 
The Reserve Account 
 
The Clerk handed out a financial breakdown of every transaction of the town council, 



 
by category since 1.4.16 and a further schedule, displaying the transactions by audit 
category.  
The accounts are looking buoyant at the moment with the balances of the accounts as 
follows: 
The general account - £19,482.45 
The reserve account - £6,874.46 
Christmas Lighting - £760.29 
Greening Fishguard and Goodwick - £15,614.00 
The next precept payment is due in late April. 
 
There are no outstanding invoices as at 24.1.17.  
All the outstanding invoices have been paid in full. 

 
 The Clerk requested the Councillors to think about the budget and to try and decide 

how much to allocate for the 2017/18 period by category. The Clerk will prepare a 
draft, based upon the previous 2 years spends and the forecasted spends for the year 
and will present them at the next finance meeting. 

 
The Clerk requested the committee to commit an amount to the Mayors Making 
Ceremony. She was unable to find minutes referenced, that covered the event and it 
would appear that no previous budget allocation had been set. 
This is a recurring event and requires a set budget allocating. 
The Clerk had contacted all the other clerks in Pembrokeshire to ask what they 
allocated to the same ceremony. The response was great and these were discussed. 
The Mayor and Deputy Mayor both expressed an interest in this agenda item as 
the current Mayor was in the process of organising his Mayor Making 
Ceremony and the Deputy Mayor has provisionally booked her ceremony for 
July 2017. 
They both left the room to allow Cllrs. to discuss an actual amount to be allocated. 
It was agreed by Cllrs. to allocate £900 towards the event, and any expenses above 
that amount, would be met by themselves. 
Cllr. Stonhold proposed £900 and Cllr. Ryan seconded the amount. 
Once the amount had been finalised, Cllrs. Mayberry and Wyer re-joined the meeting. 
The Clerk will prepare an outline of budget guidelines for the Mayors Making 
Ceremony. 
 
 

5/17 GRANT APPLICATIONS RECEIVED: 
Sea Trust - £610. 29 for a new terrapin tank and filter. 
This application was supported by accounts and a letter in support, forwarded by 
Ysgol Bro Gwaun. 
The matter was discussed in depth and it was agreed to pay 50% of the requested 
amount, subject to match funding from another organisation. 
Proposed by Cllr. Mason and seconded by Cllr. Mayberry. All Agreed 
 
A further application had been submitted by Aberjazz, since the Agenda had been 
sent out. 
Aberjazz were asking for £500 towards the costs of putting on workshops during the 
Aberjazz weekend. 
This amount was discussed and approved. 
Proposed by Cllr. Wyer and seconded by Cllr. Mason. All Agreed. 
 



 
6/17 FISHGUARD BAY YESTERDAY AND TOMORROW: 

The group were allocated £1,000 by the Town Council, as agreed on minute 
reference 87/16 dated 3.5.16.  
This amount was paid out but the group has not managed to progress the project for 
2017. 
Does the Town Council ask for the return of the £1,000 and then it is re-applied for 
when the re-enactment is organised? 
 
The issue was discussed in depth. It was recollected that the amount was requested 
in person, by the former Mayor, Richard Grosvenor, at the full Town Council meeting 
and was not subject to a Funding Application form, due to its urgency. 
The Town Council agreed that £1k could be paid immediately to cover costs incurred 
and expenses with the remainder going to the re-enactment. 
It was agreed that the Clerk will write to the group and request that the £1k allocated, 
be returned to the Town Council. 
The Clerk will write to both Richard Grosvenor and the Tapestry Trust, where the 
finances had been paid into. 
Cllr Ryan proposed, Cllr. Mason seconded. All Agreed. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was closed at 5:10pm. 

 

 


