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FISHGUARD AND GOODWICK TOWN COUNCIL 

The MINUTES of the full Town Council Meeting  

held in the Town Hall, Fishguard on Tuesday 1st November 2016 at 7pm 

Cllr. Janet Wyer (Deputy Mayor) in the Chair. 

 

Cllr. Janet Wyer, Deputy Mayor – M. Mayberry 

Cath Bannister, Town Clerk – C. Bannister 

 

173/16 APOLOGIES: 

To formally record apologies for absence and to record the attendance of Town 

Councillors: 

Apologies received from: Cllrs. Davies and Mayberry County Cllrs. Pepper and 

Davies and from liaison officer, Angela Phillips. 

Those present: Cllrs. Ryan, James, Perkins, Wilkes, Wyer, Mason, Thickitt and 

Stonhold. 

174/16 MAYORS REMARKS: 
To record duties carried out by the Mayor, acting as a representative of the Town 
Council, since the last meeting: 
5th October, he attended the Cruise ship meeting which was well attended. 
Interesting to hear the feedback there, especially from the farm and Trygwnt Wollen 
Mill. In the evening we were at the Portfield Fair in Haverfordwest. Fairs are getting 
smaller every year in Pembrokeshire. If the Haverfordwest one is lost, then ours and 
the other towns will be lost too. 
10th October Town Team meeting.  
15th October was the Journey of World Music at the Cathedral. The Haverfordwest 
Male Voice Choir were excellent as usual but the Children from the Hywel Girls’ 
Choir & Hywel Boy Singers stole the show with their tribute to the Aberfan disaster. 
17October They we were at the school for the work that has started on the new 
building. The kids seemed to be pleased they will have free Wi-Fi throughout. 
19th October, Cllrs. Mason and Mayberry moved the Christmas decorations from 
Richard's garage. Thanks to Nick for having them at the Garden Centre for a few 
weeks until they go up. 
22nd -24th October, the Mayor ran the 1st annual sea kayak festival at the Phoenix 
Centre which attracted 82 guests and 22 coaches and 3 manufacturers and a 
retailer. 
The evening of the 24th October was great to see so many councillors at the Phoenix 
Centre for the Freedom of the Towns to Goodwick Football club. 
And of course the usual weekly meeting with Cath and Janet. 
All in all a busy month. 
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175/16 DEPUTY MAYORS REMARKS: 

To record duties carried out by the Deputy Mayor, acting as a representative of the 

Town Council, since the last meeting. 

It has been a quiet month for the Deputy Mayor but she has been corresponding, 

telephoning and meeting with the Mayor and the Clerk. 

 

176/16 MEMBER INTERESTS: 

To formally record any personal or pecuniary interests that a Town Councillor may 

have in any of the agenda items: 

Cllr. Stonhold declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item number 19.0 with regards 

payments to himself for the IT work he has been doing for the Council. 

Cllr. Perkins declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 9.0 with regards two grant 

applications for funding for Stena and WOTGA and a personal interest in agenda 

item number 17.0 with regards planning application reference 16/0751/16 

 

177/16 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 

To record the previous meeting minutes held on 4.10.16, as a true and accurate 

record of the meeting. 

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record. 

Proposed by Cllr. James and seconded by Cllr. Perkins. All Agreed. 

 

178/16 FEEDBACK FROM PCC LIAISON OFFICERS: 

Feedback from our liaison officers with regards joined up working and information 

sharing, with the County Council. 

Marc Owen: That the review of the Liaison Officer posts will be reviewed in the New 

Year but they look set to continue for now. 

Marc was pleased with the way things were working in Fishguard and will set up a 

meeting with the Mayor and Deputy and the Clerk going forwards. 

 

179/16 CLERKS REPORT: 

Follow up actions taken by the Clerk from the last meeting. 

 
Submission of the report with regards to the 
Leisure and Cultural Services Consultation. 
 
Meeting with Jeremy Martineau regards the 
forthcoming closure of Refreshing North 
Pembrokeshire 
 
 
Wi-Fi statistical data 
 
 
Light Night Meeting 
 
 
 
 

The report was submitted in writing. 
 
 
Some of the projects that have been started by RNP, require 
support to keep them going. How would we achieve this? 
For example Garn Wen area 
 
 
Cllr. Wilkes and the Clerk have received basic training with 
regards accessing basic data. 
 
This will be bigger and better than last year and the Tow Council 
will continue to support where necessary, for example, children’s 
sweeties when visiting Santa 
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180/16 COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATES: 

Feedback from County Councillors present at the meeting. 

The County Councillor present was Cllr. Owen James, Town Councillor. 

Although he had nothing prepared, Cllr. James stated that with the changes to the 

new constitution and the changes to the County Council, there was a lot more 

pressure on Cllrs. with regards investigation work, in preparation for meetings. 

 

181/16 REPORTS: 

Feedback from meetings held since the last Town Council meeting. 

Finance Committee – Cllr. Mason  

63/16 TOWN COUNCIL FINANCES, WHERE ARE WE NOW: CLERK 

The balance of the accounts stands at: 

General Account: £26,309.40 

Reserve Account: £4,873.95 

Mayors Fund: Nil (account in process of being closed down) 

Christmas Lighting: £101.97 

Mayors Allowance: (holding PCC Planters Funding) £15,630.50 

 

The Clerk handed out two different spreadsheets of running accounts for the period 1.4.16 through to 18.10.16. 

One outlined every outgoing and incoming amount. 

The second split the spends up into categories.  

The anticipated cost of Christmas stands at £16,148.97. 

The Clerk suggested that 50% of this amount is immediately transferred to the Christmas Lights account and the 

remainder, transferred when the final precept payment is received in December. 

This was then proposed by Cllr. Stonhold and seconded by Cllr. Ryan. All Agreed. 

In general 

The accounting is looking healthier than in previous years. Careful spending and careful recording of spends, 

allowed for more accurate and detailed forecasts to be made, which had greatly helped the accounts and functions 

of the council. 

64/16 FISHGUARD SPRING (FLOWER) FESTIVAL – CLLR. MAYBERRY: 

Easter 2016 saw the first spring festival for the twin towns.  

One main item of the festival was the donating of a daffodil bulb to school children and asking them to grow it on 

and bring it along to the festival, for judging. 

Due to the strange seasonal weather we encountered last spring, most daffodil bulbs had already bloomed and 

were on their way out. 

Easter for 2017 is due 14
th
 April. 

Cllr. Mayberry stated that he would like to see the TC support a repeat of this for 2017 because it involves the 

children in the community and something that they could all get involved with. 

Total cost appx £200. 

Is this something that the TC could support for 2017. 

It was agreed that this would be a good community involvement event and the clerk will make enquiries with 

regards to who we direct out desires to. 

Proposed by Cllr. Mayberry. Seconded by Cllr. Stonhold. All Agreed. 

65/16 FISHGUARD BAY – YESTERDAY AND TOMORROW: CLLR. MAYBERRY 

The Town Council was in full support of the heritage committee, now called Fishguard yesterday and tomorrow and 

had allocated £1,000 in funding towards the group in order to assist with the re-enactment. 

There was now some concern that the group were still un-constituted and were unable to pay bills, meetings had 

been cancelled and that key members of the group had now left the group. 

After a general discussion, it was decided that the Town Council would contact them by letter to see if they could 

offer support them in any way. 

Proposed by Cllr. Mason and seconded by Cllr. Ryan. All Agreed. 

66/16 IT SUPPORT FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL: CLLR. MAYBERRY 

The clerk had approached the Mayor requesting that some sort of UT helpdesk, that is available 24/7, in order to 

provide IT support going forwards. There were some anomalies that had occurred with the computer and it was 

taking too much of the clerks time, to rectify matters. If a company were available for the clerk to contact and inform 
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them of the issues, they could dial into the system and hopefully resolve the issue much quicker. 

 

Cllr. Stonhold is currently providing IT support with regards the change of domain to .gov.wales and the 

implementation of email addresses for all Town Councillors.  

However, there are some issues that although he could resolve, his availability isn’t always the same as the Town 

Council’s office hours. 

Cllr. Stonhold has also updated the Town Councils website. 

Cllr. Mayberry proposed that the clerk make enquiries to get quotes for 24/7 IT support. Seconded by Cllr. Wyer. All 

Agreed. 

67/16 FINANCE AND PRECEPT FOR 2017/18: CLLR. RYAN 

Cllr. Ryan reminded the Town Council finance committee that now is the time that we need to be looking to agree 

what expenditure there will be for the next financial year and what amount will the Town Council be asking for. 

The clerk advised that the increase in last years precept had allowed the Town Council to give more to local 

community causes and to put them in a better position to take on services that may be delegated from the County 

Council, although, nothing had materialised yet. 

The Clerk will prpare a details forecast for spends and income for the next financial year to allow an informed 

decision to be made before the end of 2016. 

67/16 GRANT APPLICATIONS – CLLR. MASON 

Welsh Official Tour Guiding Association have asked for £100 to assist them with printing and associated costs. 

£100 Approved. Cllr.Mayberry proposed. Cllr. Stonhold seconded. All Agreed. 

 

Stenaline have asked for £1000 to assist with the costs incurred throughout the season for the meet and greeting of 

the cruise ships. £1000.00 approved. Cllr. Mayberry proposed. Cllr. Stonhold seconded. All Agreed. 

 

Fishguard and Goodwick Community Events Association have asked for £1500 to assist with the New Years 

Celebrations in Fishguard square. 

£1500 proposed by Cllr. Mayberry and seconded by Cllr. Stonhold. All Agreed. 

 

Two further applications from the Round Table were reviewed again. We are still waiting for their financial reports. 

The Clerk will chase this up. 

68/16 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS UPDATE: CLLR. MAYBERRY 

The revised costs for the smaller quantity of Laser Lights had been received. 

The cost was now £2,598.00. 

This was proposed by Cllr. Mayberry and seconded by Cllr. Stonhold. All Agreed. 

   There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was closed at 5:05pm 
 

The grant applications above were proposed as being accepted by Cllr. Thickitt and 
seconded by Cllr. James. All Agreed. 
 

182/16 CYCLE RIDE FROM LIMERICK TO LOWER TOWN: CLLR. WYER 
The Mayor has been invited to attend the start of the cycle race from Limerick to 
Lower Town, by the Round Table in November. 
The Mayor will outline the plans and aspirations of the event. 
The Clerk updated the Town Council saying that the Insurance company were happy 
for the Mayor to wear his chains in Ireland, providing they were kept with him at all 
times. 
The Clerk had emailed the Mayor of Limerick with regards the Mayor wearing his 
chains in Limerick. 
 

183/16 LOCAL CIVIC EVENTS: CLLR. MAYBERRY 
Does the Town Council wish to continue with the following Civic Events, held locally. 
If so, how can they be progressed and improved? 
1.   Fishguard and Goodwick in Bloom 
2.   Christmas Lights Competition 
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Fishguard and Goodwick in Bloom. 
This event did not take place in 2016. However, after a general discussion, it was 
decided that it is something that the Town Council would like to continue in 2017 and 
will bring it back to the Agenda in early 2017. 
 
Christmas Lights Competition 
That this year, the retail outlets will be judged prior to the Lights switch on event on 
2.12.16. 
That the Town Council continue this event and publically advertise the lights judging. 
They would ask people to nominate themselves, or their neighbours for the award. 
The judges will then tour round, including those properties that have been nominated 
and make their decisions. This will be done at the end of December. 
 

184/16 CHRISTMAS COMMITTEE: CLLR. MAYBERRY 
Should the Town Councillors get more involved in the Christmas Events 
organisation?  
The biggest part of the Town Councils budget goes on the towns Christmas light 
displays and financial contributions for the Light Night and other charity events need 
to be considered and supported.  
Assistance is also needed on a Technical side with regards the light displays. 
Cllr. Mason volunteered to assist the Clerk with this work for next year and suggested 
that Cllr. Mayberry would also volunteer. 
Clerk will continue with the permissions for the displays and lights etc. 
 

185/16 KEY TOWN MASTER PLANS: CLLR. MAYBERRY 
An email was circulated to all Town Councillors on 18.10.16 with regards to 
proposals for Town Master Plans suggested by Pembrokeshire County Council.  
The matter will be discussed in depth and a response made back to the PCC. 
There was a general discussion with regards this.  
The Clerk mentioned that she had been contacted by other clerks with regards 
contributing to the costs involved. 
There was a general discussion and Cllr. Mason asked why the PCC were looking at 
spending money on consultancy fees when Fishguard and Goodwick submitted the 
aspirations for Fishguard a few years ago.  
The submission was made after consultation with the public about 3-4 years ago. 
The Clerk will investigate and Cllr. James suggested that this matter was deferred 
until December in order for more investigations to be carried out. This was seconded 
by Cllr. Mason. All Agreed. 
 

186/16 CLERK TO THE GOVERNORS: CLLR. MAYBERRY 
Cllr. Wyer volunteered to carry out the role of Community Governor to Holy Name 
Catholic School.  
Her details have been passed through to County Hall and she has been accepted, 
subject to full town council approval. 
Proposed by Cllr. Mason and seconded by Cllr. Ryan. All Agreed. 
 

187/16 CRUISE SHIPS UPDATE: CLLR. PERKINS 
Cllr. Perkins will feedback to the Town Council with the debriefing meeting details 
from the Cruise Ships Committee. 
Please see the report attached to the end of the minutes. 
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188/16 CORRESPONDENCE: CLLR. MAYBERRY 
Correspondence received from: 
1.0 Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority – outlining their latest updates on    
      residential sites within the National Park. 
2.0 Email received from Llyr Williams with regards to the German speaking tourists  
      guides trained for the Cruise Ships 
3.0  Fishguard International Music Festival committee with regards to  
       using the Town Hall meeting room as a booking office. 
4.0 Wintern Day Centre. Letter and updates received from Miss. Osbourne of St.  
      David’s. 
The letters are available to view in the Clerk’s office. 

 
 
189/16 PLANNING: 

Planning Application Consultations: 

16/0698/PA Y Bwythyn, 41 Wallis Street. Extensions and Alterations 

No adverse comments – supported by the Town Council 

 

16/0751/PA Victoria House, Market Square, Fishguard. Change of use of part of 

ground floor. 

No adverse comments – supported by the Town Council 

Discharge of Conditions –16/0534/DC Goodwick Industrial Estate – partial discharge. 

 

Notification of Planning Decisions: 

16/0595/PA Naracoote, Clive Road for Alterations – passed with conditions 

16/0551/PA St Peter’s Church – passed with conditions 

All the above were noted by the Town Council 

190/16 PAYMENT OF OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS: 

 

      Pembrokeshire County Council – rent of office space £500 

      Right Price Print - £22.80 Certificates 

      Paul Stonhold -  £150 for IT support to the Town Council 

      CAS - £18.00 for payroll support 

      Fishguard Garden Centre – £168.00 for daffodils 

                                                  £1188.00 Take down displays and containers 

                                                  £3900.00 Watering and Feeding for summer displays 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. James and seconded by Cllr.Perkins, to approve the above 

payments and for the Clerk to make them as soon as possible. 

 

190/16 ANY OTHER BUSINESS UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSIONS TO  

MEETINGS) ACT 1960: 

 

Matters arising that need urgent attention and that have come to notice since sending 

the agenda out, may be proposed here.  
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Items must be referred in the first place, to the Clerk and then to the Chairman, prior 

to the start of the meeting. 

 
191/16 PAYMENTS: CLLR. WYER 

    Poppy Wreaths £76. What donation does the Town Council wish to make to the     

    British Legion this year? 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Mason and seconded by Cllr. James, to pay for the wreaths at cost 

price and to make a further donation of £154, making the total amount due, £230. All 

Agreed. 

 

IT Support for the Town Clerk: 

Remote access dial in with unlimited support - £25 a month 

Remote access, 2 site visits a year and unlimited support - £35 a month 

This was approved in principle. However, it was proposed by Cllr. James and seconded by 

Cllr. Mason, that enquiries are made with PCC to see if this is a service that they support. All 

Agreed. 

 

Buffet and carriage for the Freedom of the Towns Award - £600 

 

Right Price Print - £21.60 Further certificates 

                             £39.90 Paper and compliments slips. 

 

The above two payments were proposed by Cllr. Mason and seconded by Cllr. Mason to be 

paid as soon as possible. All Agreed. 

 

192/16CORRESPONDENCE: CLLR WYER 

Brownies letter for Wednesday 9th November – Cllr. And Mrs. Mayberry to attend. 

Letter from SWTRA with regards the Christmas Lights for 2016 

Thank you letter from Aberjazz 

Goodwick Community Band – are they required for the Light Night celebrations on 2nd 

December.  

The Clerk will progress this. 

The above correspondence is available to view in the Clerks office. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was closed at 8:30pm 

Below: Report from Cllr.Perkins with regards the Cruise Ships Committee feedback from 

2016. 

 

Fishguard and Goodwick Town Council. 

 

Report by Councillor Edward Perkins  

on 

Cruise Ships at Fishguard Harbour 2016. 
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Over past years an infrequent number of cruise ships have called at Fishguard Harbour. 

 

In 2015 a total of 8 ships called including 6 visits from the Grand Circle Cruise Line Corinthian.  
 

Grand Circle Cruise Line is an American Cruise and Tour Company, based in Boston, USA.  

The company specialises in small ships and visiting areas not on the usual cruise ship routes.  In 2015 the Corinthian cruise ship called 6 
times, with 90 to 100 passengers.  On board with the passengers were 4 guides employed by Grand Circle who took the passengers around 

Fishguard Town in the morning and then to St. Davids in the afternoon.  Local liaison with the tour company was at a low level.  

 
The summer of 2016 has been very different experience.  A total of 19 cruise ships have called.  A cruise committee representing Stena 

(Carl Milne, Port Manager), Refreshing North Pembrokeshire (Natalie Pusalker and Alex Harding), Chamber of Trade (Jana Davidson) and 

Town Council (Edward Perkins) was formed in February to organise and coordinate the meet and greet arrangements and general liaison.  
Of the 19 calls 15 were Grand Circle, 2 Aidavita (German) and 2 others.   

 

1. Meeting and Greeting with Visitors. 

In all cases either the Mayor or Deputy Mayor arranged to be present on the dockside to meet the visitors prior to the commencement 

of their visit to the area.  

 
Accompanying the Mayor and Deputy Mayor were Elizabeth Nicholas and Ann Fowler who had taken part in the Bi-centenary 

Celebrations in 1997 in their costumes as members of Jemima’s army.  Elizabeth and Ann deserve special thanks for their efforts 

during the summer.    
 

2. Dockside Marquee. 

It was decided early on only to provide a marquee for the larger ships as a result the Minerva (13th July) and the two German ships 
(19th August and the 2nd September), were serviced with a marquee and stall holders organised by Jana Davidson.  

 

Further entertainment was organised for the larger ships including, Goodwick School Children, Haverfordwest Male Voice Choir and 
Bois y Wlad.  The Grand Circle visitors had evening entertainment from harpists, Joy Cornock, her sister Georgina and Moira Lewis. 

 

3. Visit Programmes. 
Only in the case of the Grand Circle visitors did the cruise committee have any serious input into the visitor activity.  The Grand Circle 

visitors spent the morning in town or at Alun James, Trebython Farm and visited St. David’s Cathedral or took part in a coastal walk to 

Porthgain in the afternoon.  

 

The part played in Fishguard Town by the Invasion Tapestry with Julie Coggins Chairman of the Tapestry Trustees and St. Mary’s  

Church with a small historical performance organised by Mrs Catherine Hammond and Church members were both very well received 
by the visitors.    

 

When the larger ships visited the harbour the gallery was particularly busy.  
 

For the afternoon visits of the Grand Circle Ships, from the 5th June onwards qualified tour guides from the Pembrokeshire Tour 

Guiding Association were provided on the coaches to St. Davids and on the coastal walk to Porthgain.  For the larger ships guides 
were brought in from other areas of Wales, particularly for the Aidavita Cruise Ship and its German speaking passengers.  For those 

visits a total of 5 Welsh qualified German speaking guides were provided, and 2 of the German speaking Ambassadors took part.    

 
In late 2015 and early 2016 Cruise Wales and its director Sue Thomas had provisionally organised German speaking Ambassadors to 

be available at Fishguard to meet and assist the German speaking visitors.  For various reasons this arrangement did not take place 

although strenuous efforts had been made by the cruise committee to contact Cruise Wales prior to the 19 th August, asking what the 
arrangements were.  From subsequent conversations it appears that the problem lay in the administration of the scheme.  It would 

appear that some administrative arrangements did not occur and as a result this assistance was not available.  Bearing in mind the 

number of passengers on the two visits (6/800) such assistance would have been extremely valuable, and we look forward to full 
arrangements for 2017, especially as 4 ships with German speaking passengers are expected.    

 
4. Feedback.   

To-date the following feedback comments have been received.  

 
4.1 Grand Circle – At various times during the summer both email and verbal comments have been made by Grand Circle 

thanking all concerned for their efforts to greet and entertain the cruise ship visitors.   

 
In the last email received dated 25th September Diane MacLennan Operations Manager for Grand Circle UK says “On behalf of the Grand 

Circle Cruise Lines, I would like to say a big thank you to you all for your support and assistance this season.  Fishguard became a highlight 

for our passengers and I have asked my colleagues if they have any further feedback”.  
 

4.2 Minerva.  All arrangements satisfactory, with marquee and entertainment from Moira Lewis and Bois y Wlad.   

 
4.3  Aidavita.  Both visits were completed, but an input from the proposed German speaking Ambassadors would have 

been very useful.      

 

5. Plans for 2017. 

It is expected that there will be further cruise ships calling at Fishguard Harbour in 2017 to-date a total of approximately 30 bookings 

have been made.  
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In order to deal with this situation a number of further steps will be required.  

 

5.1 Continue existing cruise committee and ensure full liaison with all parties involved so that all are fully aware of all 
necessary arrangements.  

 

5.2 Finance and Responsibility. 
This is a particular question bearing in mind that the support from Refreshing North Pembrokeshire will not be available after 

December 2016 when the current programme finishes.  These discussions need to be taken forward at an early date.  

 
5.3 Promotion of visitor activity and enjoyment in the north Pembrokeshire area.  

The committee will need to work in close contact with the tour organisers and operators to offer, as required, suitable 

programmes for cruise ship visitors, from the local visitor attractions and amenities.   
 

One of the problems of the area is the fact that many of the roads to coastal areas are not suitable for large coach travel.  For 

example, to successfully view the coastal area of Strumble Head small vehicles are required, thus increasing costs and reducing 

visitor opportunity.  

 

5.4 Ensuring that cruise passengers have a reasonable time opportunity to visit the town.   
 

A number of passengers expressed opinions that their visit programmes did not allow them sufficient time in town.  This comment has 

come from all parties involved.   
 

2017 Will bring further activity and challenges to be met, always with the aim of promoting Fishguard, Goodwick and the surrounding 

area to provide a fully and enjoyable visitor experience.   

 

 

 

  
 


